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TAURANGA MOANA OUTRIGGER CANOE CLUB

Tauranga Moana Outrigger Canoe Club

Health and Safety Policy

Purpose

The purpose of this Health and Safety Policy is to ensure the wellbeing of all members, volunteers,
visitors, and participants involved in Tauranga Moana Outrigger Canoe Club (TMOCC) activities. We
are committed to providing a safe environment that promotes enjoyment, teamwork, and respect for
the water and each other.

Scope
This policy applies to all club activities including training sessions, regattas, social events, and travel.
It covers paddlers, coaches, committee members, volunteers, and guests.

Policy Principles
TMOCC are committed to providing a safe environment for all those involved with the club and will:

1. Ensure there are robust Health and Safety practices in place, these will be guided by the
Waka Ama Nz safety rules and the waka ama NZ water safety basics

2. Provide a health and safety induction to all new members

3. Ensure all visiting paddlers are informed of the health and safety practices for TMOCC prior
to going out on the water.

4. Ensure that all safety equipment required under New Zealand Maritime law as well as
recommended equipment, is available and in good working order

5. Maintain health and safety and maintenance registers

6. Appoint a Safety office as part of its committee who is responsible for ensuring all health and
safety practices are kept up to date and any issues or identified risks are reported through to
the committee.

7. Ensure that for any event that TMOCC is running, that there is a Health and Safety Plan in
place prior to the event taking place

8. Ensure there are emergency procedures in place and all incidents are reported to the Safety
Officer and through to the committee within 24hrs of the incident taking place.

Responsibilities
Club Committee

. Ensure compliance with relevant health and safety legislation.
. Provide safety equipment and maintain waka in good condition.
. Conduct regular risk assessments and update safety protocols.
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Coaches and Team Captains/Steerer

. Brief paddlers on safety procedures before each session when there are new paddlers.
. Monitor weather and water conditions and cancel sessions if unsafe.
. Ensure all paddlers wear appropriate safety gear (e.g., PFDs when required).

Members and Paddlers

. Follow all safety instructions and respect the authority of coaches/steerers
. Report hazards, injuries, or unsafe behaviour immediately.
. Maintain personal fitness and hydration appropriate for paddling.

Links to Other Documents

Legislation

Maritime Transport Act 1994
Bay of Plenty Regional Navigational Safety Bylaws 2024 (link yet to be published)

Relevant National Documents

Waka Ama NZ - waka-ama-safety-rules.pdf
Maritime NZ Waka ama - Maritime NZ
Waka Ama Water Safety Basics

Relevant TMOCC Documents

Rules of Tauranga Moana Outrigger Canoe Club
TMOCC Child Protection policy 2021
TMOCC code of conduct policy

Document Control

Policy Reviewed by: TMOCC Committee
Date of Review 9 Sept 2025
Next Review Date September 2027 (two years from review date)
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https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1994/0104/latest/DLM334660.html
https://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/media/dpiddonz/waka-ama-safety-rules.pdf
https://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/recreational/waka-ama/#responsibilities
https://www.wakaama.co.nz/content/files/652764ad7431f/Waka%20Ama%20Water%20Safety%20Basics%20Booklet.pdf

